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CLINICS. 
HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Fracture of the Neck of the Femur; Ab- 
sence of some of the Usual Symptoms.—We 
lately examined two cases of fracture of the 
neck of the femur within the capsular liga- 
ment, in the Westminster Hospital, which 
were chiefly remarkable for the absence of 
some of the usual signs diagnostic of this 
form of injury. The first of these was a 
woman, fifty-seven years of age, who tripped 
over a mat, and fell on her side. She be- 
came quite helpless, and was brought to the 
Hospital, and placed under Mr. Brooke’s 
care. On careful examination, distinct cre- 
pitus was felt within the capsule; there was 
no shortening nor eversion of the limb, and 
she had the power of drawing it up in bed. 
There was no flattening of the hip and no 
impaction, yet the diagnosis was pretty 





clear. In two or three days, the limb was 
two-thirds of an inch shorter; the foot was 
slightly everted, but she could invert it 
again, and still draw it up in bed. The 
limb was put up in a long Liston’s splint. 
The second case was that of a male 
patient, aged fifty-five years, and was some- 
what similar to the preceding. No shorten- 
ing of the limb was present; but there were 
complete eversion of the part, and very 
indistinct crepitus. The injury seemed to 
be but a bruise. Seven days afterwards, 
the limb was examined under chloroform, 
during which shortening occurred, and very 
distinct crepitus was heard and felt. No 
splint was employed in this case, and the 
patient left the Hospital some nine weeks 
afterwards, walking lame, with a crutch. 
In relation to the absence of shortening 
which was observable in both cases, it must 
be remembered that this is no uncommon 
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occurrence for the firet few days, when the 
neck is fractured within the capsule; and 
this is mainly due to the (more or less) 
integrity of the ligament of Weitbrecht. 
After a while, the shortening becomes more 
decided, as the ligamental fibres become 
Jacerated from the patient’s exertions. A 
feature of interest was the power possessed 
by both patients of drawing up their limbs 
in bed.— Lancet, June 18, 1859. 

Non- Descent of the Testis associated with 
Strangulated Hernia ; Operation.—A per- 
son in whom one or both testes may not 
have descended may possibly go through 
life without being ruptured; but the tend- 
ency to rupture in such an individual will 
always remain. A young man, whose right 
testicle remained within the abdomen, and 
who had never suffered from hernia, be- 
came suddenly aware of the presence of a 
tumor in the groin, whilst carrying a weight 
of 107 pounds. The swelling increased in 
size, and became very painful, as he bore 
along this heavy load. He afterwards be- 
came sick, and sent for a surgeon, who 
applied the taxis for an hour and a half with- 
out success, after using much force, ‘the 
tumor at this time not being very large. He 
was at once taken to St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, and was very sick when admitted, 
the tumor having increased in size. The 
left testicle only was in the scrotum. His 
bowels were relieved the day before the 
accident (June 9th), and he remained quiet 
till the 11th, when Mr. Lloyd determined at 
once to reduce the hernia by operation. It 
was now large and prominent, occupying a 
considerable space in the right groin. Chio- 
roform having been administered, an at- 
tempt was made to divide the stricture at 
the abdominal ring, external to the sac; 
but this could not be accomplished. The 
sac was therefore opened, and out gushed a 
large piece of soft omentum, much infil- 
trated with blood, and ecchymosed. The 
bulk of the tumor, however, consisted of 
small intestine. The stricture was now 
divided, and the bowel returned; but a 
question arose as to what was to be done 
with the omentum. Mr. Lawrence, Mr. 
Stanley, and others recommended that it 
should be cut off, which was done, after 
applying a ligature around it. Several ves- 
sels were tied. On examination, Mr. Lloyd 
found he had divided the cord of the undes- 
cended testis, which had so surrounded the 
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abdominal ring as to appear a portion of the 
stricture. The testicle itself, however, was 
not met with. 

The prognosis of this case was necessa- 
rily serious, from opening the sac, and cut. 
ting away the omentum, already in an 
inflamed state. On the 25th of June the 
patient was going on very well, not a single 
untoward symptom having shown itself 
since the operation; and he will probably 
recover, notwithstanding the unfavorable 
prognosis at the time of the reduction of the 
hernia —Lancet. 


Relapse in Typhoid Fever from Increased 
Diet.—Dr. Graves has observed, in his lec- 
tures on ‘‘ Clinical Medicines,’’ that, in the 
treatment of long fevers, it is important for 
the phyaician not to let his patients die of 
starvation. This isa maxim of too much 
value to be overlooked; yet, again, he 
states that great discrimination is required 
in the choice of food, for, although the pa- 
tient should not be allowed to starve, it is 
essential not to run into the opposite ex- 
treme; for; if 80, the stomach will be over. 
loaded, and serious consequences produced, 
such as a relapse of the fever, gastro-enteric 
irritation, or actual inflammation. It is by 
no means unusual in the treatment of fever, 
when convalescence has become estab- 
lished, to allow of moderately increased 
diet with advantage; but sometimes this 
liberty is abused by the patient himself. A 
striking instance of this came under our 
notice at Guy’s Hospital on the 2lst of 
June. A man, twenty-four years of age, 
who was admitted, under Dr. Wilks’s care, 
on the 23d of May, with typhoid fever, 
accompanied by the characteristic rose- 
coloured rash, became convalescent; and, 
although his diet was increased, he carried 
his feeding beyond what it should have 
been, and the coneequence was a relapse of 
the fever, with a recurrence of the rash. 
He is again convalescent, but weak, and is 
allowed suitable and regulated diet. We 
have heard some practitioners declare they 
have gratified their patients with whatever 
they desired, and in any qnantity they 
pleased. But such practice is to be con- 
demned; and the rational physician will 
hardly fall into so grave an error. Dr. 
Graves refers to the case of a young lady 
who ate some beefsteak, contrary to his 
orders, at an early period of convalescence 
from fever. She relepeed almost immedi- 
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ately, and died of enteritis in thirty-six 
hours —Zancet, July 2d, 1859. 


Wound of the Axillary Arteryand Me- 
dian Nerve from a Full through a Sky- 
light.—On the 3d inst., a man, thirty-two 
years of age, fell through a skylight, and 
severely wounded his right arm, which bled 
profusely. le was taken to the London 
Hospital, and admitted under the care of 
Mr. Adams, who found, on examination, 
that not only was the axillary artery 
wounded, but that the median nerve and 
ven comites were completely cut across, 
possibly by the glass of the skylight. He 
accordingly tied the axillary artery. The 
man was kept very quiet, and seemed to be 
progressing favorably till the third day, 
when traumatic gangrene commenced in 
the forearm, and was spreading upwards. 


Under such circumstances, no resource was ’ 


left but amputation of the arm, which was 
performed pretty high up, above the seat of 
injury. Although but a few days had 


elapsed when we saw the patient, the stump 
was healing kindly, and we believe he will 
make a good recovery. 

It is well known that traumatic gangrene 


is truly a constitutional affection, and is 
attributable to the state of the blood more 
than to the local injury. _In the patient we 
have just referred to, we think the gangrene 
was the result of the destruction of nervous 
power by the division of the median nerve 
with its accompanying veins; and this view 
is somewhat strengthened by the fact that 
he has had no very severe constitutional 
symptoms.—Lancet, June 25. 


Cancer of the Tongue removed by the 
Ecraseur.—The écraseur has become almost 
obsolete in London hospital practice. We 
have ever looked upon its use as an unsur- 
gical proceeding. Like every other novelty, 
it has had its trial ; and it will soon be alto- 
gether laid aside, unless in some very ex- 
ceptional surgical maladies, in which the 
risk of hemorrhage may again require its 
aid. 

On the 2ist of June, a man of about 
forty-five years of age, with an epithelial 
cancer on the left side of the tongue, of four 
months’ growth, had it removed in the 
Westminster Hospital, by Mr. Brooke, by 
means of this instrument. The cancerous 
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j mess was of the size of a walnut. The 
centre of its base was pierced with a large 
‘needle, and the chain of the écraseur drawn 
{ through it. The left half of the tamor was 
: very rapidly divided by the instrument, and 
¢then the other half, thus taking away the 
: entire disease in one piece, leaving a healthy 
$surface behind. There was not much 
? bleeding, although one or two small veseels 
’ required to be tied. The patient was fully 
Sunder the influence of chloroform whilst 
s undergoing the operation; and since its 
performance he may be said to have been 
‘going on very satisfactorily. Mr. Brooke 
‘ stated that his reason for using the écraseur 
{in preference to the knife was to avoid the 

hemorrhage, which would not be so great 
by thus tearing the vessels asunder with 
this instrument.—Jbid. 


¢ 


Rupture of the Spleen.—When rupture 
‘ensues of any of the solid abdominal vis- 
cera—such as the liver, the spleen, or the 
kidney—death usually takes place in a short 
time from hemorrhage, if the shock of the 
injury itself has not already proved fatal. 
It is not always an easy matter to make out 
the true nature of the mischief in such cases, 
especially when no external evidence of 
injury isto’ be seen. A curious case in 
illustration was admitted into University 
College Hospital on the 13th ult. The pa- 
tient was a man upwards of sixty. five years 
of age, who was accidentally knocked down 
in the street by a cab, and trod upon by the 
horse over the stomach, as was at first sup- 
posed. He lived twenty-two minutes after 
his admission, under Mr. Erichsen’s care, 
the cause of death being set down either to 
the shock of the injury, or to the rupture 
of some important internal organ. He was 
‘totally unconscious from the time of the 
accident to his demise, and never spoke a 
word. We were present at the autopsy, 
on the 14th of June, made by the house- 
surgeon. A large quantity of liquid blood 
was found in the abdomen, which, on care- 
ful examination, was observed to have come 
from the spleen, which was greatly torn, 
and had a cavity in its substance nearly as 
large as the fist. Several of the ribs corre- 
sponding to the situation of the spleen were 
broken. It is very remarkable that with 
such serious injuries not the slightest wound 
or bruise could be detected on the skin.— 
Ibid. 
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being caused by disease in the larynx; and 
pain on pressure of this part, difficult deglu- 

Practical Clinical Remarks on a Case of } tition, and a peculiar ringing, brassy sound 
Croup, delivered at St. Thomas’s Hospital.‘ of the voice and cough removed all doubt. 
By T. A. Barger, M. D., Physician to; In the treatment of such a case, we have 
the Hospital, and Lecturer on Clinical} to consider well what are the chances that 
Medicine.—Gentlemen: This case is one? ordinary remedies will check the disease 
in which the disease commenced in, and} before it has closed the larynx to such an 
was probably for some time confined to,}extent as to render sufficient respiration 
the larynx, admitting of great, and, it was‘ impossible. In determining this point, we 
at first hoped, complete relief by the per-{ must inquire whether the disease be pro- 
formance of tracheotomy. gressing, and the dyspnoea increasing, in 

H. J. G——, horse-boy, aged 13, was} spite of remedies. 
admitted into Luke’s ward on January 6th,; In this case, no remedies had hitherto 
1859, at half-past one P. M. About ten; been used; and we had to be guided solely 
days previous to his admission, he had slept by the state of the patient when first seen. 
in the cold air, after being in atheatre. This} If he had been in great distress, drawing 
was followed by symptoms of catarrh, which} in his breath with labour and difficulty, 
increased until January 4th, and then, in; there would have been no doubt of the pro- 
the afternoon, symptoms similar to those} priety of immediately opening the trachea, 
observed on his admission set in, and rapidly } so as to allow air to enter the lungs more 
became urgent. I saw him almost imme- 3 freely than was possible through the larynx. 
diately after he was placed in bed. When) But it is not safe to assume that, because 
lying quietly, he seemed disposed to doze, } there may be little dyspnoea and distress, 
and did not appear to be in much distress ; ? there must be little danger. The difference 
but, when disturbed for the purpose of between the size of an aperture through 
being examined, it was evident at once that} which air simply sufficient for respiration 
serious mischief existed in the larynx. A} can pass, and that which is altogether insuf- 
loud, harsh, laryngeal sound accompanied ; ficient, is very small; and a change from 
the whole acts of inspiration and expiration, the one to the other may take place very 
and these were continuous, no interval being ; rapidly. I have known a case where a sore 
perceptible between the termination of one? throat was supposed to be cured, and no 
and the commencement of the other. This ' disease in the larynx was even suspected ; a 
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symptom always indicates great obstruction ° sudden fit of coughing was followed by in-- 


in the larynx. The cough, though not fre- stantaneous death, almost without .a strug- 
quent, was loud and ringing; the respira- ‘gle; there was great cdema about the 
tions were 28 in the minute, and laboured ; larynx. I have had two hospital patients 
the pulse 120, small and soft; the fauces ; who were known to have slight disease in 
were red, but not swollen; and on the right ' the larynx, but who were apparently getting 
tonsil and on the right sideat the uvula were ‘ better. After passing quiet nights, urgent 
two small, white patches, which appeared | dyspnoea and faintness came on immediately 
to be false membrane. The chest was’ after they were awoke in the morning, and 
everywhere resonant, except about the cen- | they died before assistance could be pro- 
tre of the left lateral portion; and there it ; cured. Indeed, this boy was himself a 
was slightly more dull than on the right | proof that the limit between a sufficient and 
side. Scarcely any breath sound could be ;a very deficient aperture is slight. When 
heard at any part of the chest; but this does ' lying quietly in bed, you would hardly have 
not necessarily indicate disease of the lung ; supposed he laboured under serious disease ; 
in such a case as this, where the air was} when disturbed,.the urgency of the symp- 
inspired slowly through a constricted larynx. {toms was manifest. One symptom, how- 
I have seen many cases, where the larynx; ever, was always present; and I attach 
has been narrowed by chronic disease, in’ great importance to it in disease of the 
which no breath sound could be heard, ‘larynx. The act of expiration was as long 
although the lungs were free from disease. }as that of inspiration, and there was no 
The absence of tumefaction about the fauces, ; interval between them. This, I believe, 
and the apparently healthy state of the chest, ; does not occur unless the larynx be greatly 
indicated the probability of the dyspnoea ’narrowed. We had further proof of insuf- 
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ficient respiration in the appearance of the 
boy. His face was dusky, and his lips 
vivid; the veins of the neck were distended. 

An emetic of ipecacuanha wine gave little 
relief; and I at once came to the conclusion 
that tracheotomy ought to be performed. I 
do not mean by this to deny that other treat- 
ment, in such a case, might not save life; I 
mean that delaying the operation would 
greatly diminish the chance of recovery. 
The disease had existed in an aggravated 
form for two days; the dyspnea was at 
times very great; and the face indicated 
insufficient respiration. In these cases, the 
probability of a fatal termination cannot, 
within wide limits, be measured by the 
urgency of the symptoms. These, as I 
have stated, often increase suddenly and 
rapidly, not giving sufficient warning to 
allow of assistance; and patients die who} 
might, by a timely operation, have been 
saved. Neither is this sudden increase of 
the disease the only risk incurred by delay. 
If the disease increases slowly, although 
symptoms do not for some time become 
urgent, other mischief is going on. The 
system becomes depressed by the circula- 
tion of impure blood, the result of imperfect 
respiration; and the lungs become con- 


gested ; and thus the operation, if performed 
at last, is less likely to be successful than if 


performed at an earlier period. I have lost 
one case, because the patient would not 
allow the operation to be performed when 
it was first recommended, and when it would 
have given immediate and, probably, per- 
manent relief. The lungs were then 
healthy; but afterwards, when the trachea 
was opened, although she had some ease for 
a short time, the lungs were greatly con- 
gested, and she died in a few hours. If we 
never perform this operation until we are 
certain that the patient will die unless it be 
done, we shall lose many lives which might 
be saved. 
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after the trachea tube had been introduced, 
a most extraordinary improvement had 
taken place in the boy’s appearance. The 
blueness of the face, and its anxious, hag- 
gard expression were gone; he breathed 
easily, became tranquil, and soon fell into a 
quiet sleep. I ordered him to take a grain 
of calomel every third hour, and to have a 
drachm of mercurial ointment rubbed on 
each leg four hoursdaily. He had beef-tea 
and milk. 

He passed a quiet night, and was easy 
when I saw him the next day; but he 
breathed quickly, forty times in the minute. 
This made me fear mischief in the lungs. 
The chest was fairly resonant; no sounds 
could be heard by the stethoscope, except 
such as were evidently propagated from the 
trachea. At night, he became worse, and 
had a convulsive fit, but afterwards slept. 
At two P.M. the next day, I found him 
pallid, faint, and searcely sensible. The 
cervical veins were turgid, and the lips 
livid. Loud crackling sounds could be 
heard over the whole chest; and the left 
side had become less resonant. He died at 
five P. M., forty-eight hours after the ope- 
ration, and four days after the onset of 
urgent symptoms. 

No disease was found, except in the 
lungs, larynx, and trachea. The upper 
lobe of the left lung was airless and fleshy; 
the rest of this lung and the right were 
crepitant, with here and there a little con- 
solidation, not pneumonic. The tonsils 
and soft palate were injected, and covered 
for the most part by a false membrane, 
grayish, smooth, tough, and thick, so 
closely adherent that it seemed to send 
processes into the substance of the tonsils. 
Dr. Bristowe almost doubted whether it 
ought not to be regarded as exfoliation of 
diseased and thickened mucous membrane. 
There was abundance of thick false mem- 
brane closely adherent to the mucous mem- 


At five o’clock, as the boy lay in bed, he} brane of the epiglottis, larynx, and upper 
seemed so easy and tranquil that Mr. Simon, $ part of the trachea; and some had been 
when he arrived to perform the operation,‘ displaced by the operation. Lower down, 


did not at first admit it to be necessary. 
The great and instantaneous increase of the 
dyspnea so soon as he was roused and 


taken out of bed, as well as the sound rent. 


it was less adherent and moreshreddy. At 
the lowest part of the trachea, and in the 
bronchi, it became thicker and more adhe- 
Into all the tubes proceeding im- 


the voice and cough, removed all Mr.! mediately from the bronchi, the false 


Simon’s doubts; and the trachea was} 


| 


opened without any difficulty, except such 
as arose from great hemorrhage. It was 
necessary to tie one vein. In half a minute 


membrane was prolonged in the form of a 
nearly solid cylinder of toughish gray 
fibrin. It passed anteriorly into the secon- 
dary tubes of the lower lobes, and then for 
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the most part ceased, the smaller ramifica- | certain that more mischief is done by post. 
tions containing puriform mucus and a few } poning or omitting the operation than by 
shreds of adherent lymph. In the upper} hastening its performance. In my own 
lobes of both lungs, the casts were prolonged 3 experience, I have never seen cause to 
even into the smaller divisions of the tubes, } regret having ordered tracheotomy ; but I 
so that to the naked eye all the tubes ap- } have often seen cases where patients died, 
peared to be completely occupied by fibrin- } either because they would not allow it to 
ous casts; and these were solid, except in | be performed, or because it was postponed 
the two larger bronchi. until too late.—Lancet, July 2d, 1859. 

This account of the post mortem exami- 
nation proves that the larynx was in a state —_— 
which required and which admitted of relief ; 
from tracheotomy. Indeed, without this’ MEDICAL NEWS. 
proof, the necessity and advantage of the | 
operation was shown by the instantaneous DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
improvement which took place after the; Medical Society of the State of Pennsyl- 
trachea was opened ; and, as this improve- ; vania.— This Society held its twelfth annual 
ment continued for twenty four hours, it is i meeting in the city of Philadelphia. 
probable that the greater part of the disease} The Society assembled in the Hall of the 
in the lower part of the air-passages took ; University of Pennsylvania on Wednesday, 
place after the operation. t Sune 8th, the President, Dr. Smith Cun- 

Before you determine on the performance ; ningham, of Beaver, in the chair. 
of tracheotomy, it is of course desirable to; Dr. Jewell, on behalf of the Philadelphia 
ascertain not only that the larynx is dis- County Medical Society, welcomed the 
eased, but also that the lung is sound, or, at ; delegates to the city in a brief address. 
all events, so sound that it can carry on; The President announced to the Society 
sufficient respiration, provided air can obtain ; that Dr. Henry Hartshorne, one of the Re- 
access to it. Percussion, in these cases, | cording Secretaries, was absent in Europe, 
will inform you whether the lung be solid, } and therefore it devolved upon the Society 
or contains air; but the stethoscope is gene- } to fill the vacancy. 
rally of little use. The breath sounds are{ On motion, Dr. John P. Edge, of Chester 
usually very faint, in consequence of the } Co., was elected for the unexpired term. 
feebleness of the current of air which passes! On motion, the President appointed a 
through the narrowed glottis; and, such as { committee to examine and report upon the 
they are, they are drowned, as it were, by } credentials of delegates. 
the loud, harsh sound of the air passing} Dr. Jewell, Chairman of the Committee 
through that narrowed opening. I had { of Arrangements, announced to the Sociery 
fears, in the case now before you, that dis- } that invitations to visit the following scien- 
ease was extending downwards. The tra- }tific and charitable institutions had been 
chea,\ as well as the larynx, was tender received by him, viz.: the Pennsylvania 
when pressed; and there was a little dul: { Institution for the Instruction of the Blind, 
ness, as I have before stated, in one part of { Pennsylvania Institution fur the Deaf and 
the left lung. Nevertheless, I did not}Dumb, Pennsylvania Academy of Fine 
think, at the time of the operation, and I do} Arts, Academy of Natural Sciences, Wistar 
not think now, although extensive obstruc- { & Horner Museum, Museum of the Jeffer- 
tion has been found in the bronchial tubes, {son Medical College, Museum of the Penn- 
that it was improperly done. Disease be-}sylvania Medical College, Pennsylvania 
low the point where the tube was intro- | Hospital for the Insane, Blockley Hospital, 
duced into the trachea was not certain. If ete. etc. 
it existed, it was probably at that time} On motion, these invitations were accept- 
slight, and of a nature which might admit } ed, and thanks returned to the authorities of 
of cure. said institutions. 

In cases of laryngeal disease, we often} The Committee on Credentials reported 
cannot be sure that tracheotomy is abso- } the list of delegates appointed by the differ- 
lutely necessary ; and we often cannot be {ent County Medical Societies. 
sure there is no disease existing which will} On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, Sr., ail 
preclude the possibility of its success, I am }regular physicians present, from counties 
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not represented, or in which no organization 
existed, were invited to seats as members, 
afier having reported themselves to the 
Committee on Credentials, 

On motion of Dr. Carpenter, of Lancas- 
ter, the calling of the roll was deferred till 
afternoon. 

The President then delivered the annual 
address. Its subject was Utero Gestation, 
the variations in its length, being fully 
illustrated by remarkable cases, etc. 

On motion of Dr. Worthington, of Ches- 
ter, the thanks of the Society were tendered 
to the President for his address, and a copy 
requested for insertion in the Transactions. 

On motion of Dr. D. F. Condie, the read- 
ing of the Journal of the last annual session 
was dispensed with. 

Dr. Jewell, on behalf of the Committee of 
Arrangements, presented and explained the 
programme for the holding of the sessions, 
and entertainment of the delegates from 
other portions of the State. 

Dr. Nebinger, of Philadelphia, moved 
that a nominating committee, to select 
officers for the ensuing year, be appointed, 
said committee to consist of one from each 
county represented, the members to be 
named by the respective delegations. Which 
was adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Mayburry, of Phila- 
delphia, a committee of three was appointed 
to examine the minutes of last session, and 
report all items of unfinished or deferred 
business. The President appointed Drs. 
Mayburry, Cassidy, of Lancaster, and Hun- 
ter of Bradford. 

The Society then adjourned till 4 P. M. 


AFTERNOON SEssSION. 

Dr. Carpenter, Vice President, in the 
chair. 

The roll was called, and the minutes of 
the morning session were read and ap- 
proved. 

The committee on nominations, selected 
by the respective delegations, consisted of 
the following members :— 

Drs. S. Cunningham, Beaver Co.; C. T. 
Reber, Berks; E. P. Allen, Bradford; B. 
R. McConnel, Carbon; W. Worthington, 
Chester; T. Mabon, Indiana; S. Parker, 
Lancaster; H. A. Fahnestock, Lebanon; 
S. 8. Mehard, Mercer; C. H. Hill, Mont- 
gomery ; J. R. Ludlow, Northampton ; J. 





phia; J. T. Carpenter, Schuylkill; F.C. 
Harrison, Susquehanna Union Medical So- 
ciety; W. L. Richardson, Susquehanna ; 
G. L. Shearer, York. 

This committee were authorized io fix 
the place for the next meeting of the Asso- 
ciation. 

A list of the officers and members of the 
Carbon County Society was read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Publication. 
The report of the York County Society 
was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Publication. 

It being the hour previously agreed upon, 
Dr. Parrish, of the School for Feeble- 
Minded Children, was announced in attend- 
ance with, several of his pupils. He ex- 
hibited the various methods of treatment 
employed in that institution, and mentioned 
many facts which show the great impor- 
tance and good results of exercise and 
proper management judiciously carried out. 
Dr. H. Carpenter moved a vote of thanks 
to Dr. Parrish; but, upon the suggestion of 
Dr. Condie, that so convincing an illustra- 
tion of the important benefits which have 
resulted from the labors of Dr. Parrish re- 
quired a more elaborate expression in its 
favor, it was withdrawn by the mover, with 
the understanding that he should present 
another motion in the course of the session. 

The report of the Philadelphia County 
Medical Society was presented, and referred 
to the Committee on Publication. 

The report of the Treasurer, Dr. R. P. 
Thomas, was read, and referred to an an- 
diting committee, consisting of Drs. Wal- 
lace, Sh , and Samp! 

In accordance with a clause of the Con- 
stitution, requiring each county society to 
report any action which might have a bear- 
ing upon the code of ethics, a report was 
read from the Philadelphia County Society 
as follows :— 

Certain resolutions had been presented in 
that body which had been referred to the 
Board of Censors, who reported as fol- 
lows :— 

‘*In reply to the propositions embraced 
in the resolutions submitted for their opinion, 
the Censors would respectfully report that 
they would recommend the members of the 
regular profession to withhold from the 
faculties and graduates of female colleges 
all countenance and support, and that they 
cannot, consistently with sound medical 
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ethics, consult or hold professional inter- peony of science, and the friend of America, 
course with their professors or alumni. and the people which inhabit it. 

D. F. Connie, Resolved, That the Secretaries be in- 

Secretary of Board of Censors.” ; structed to include these resolutions in that 


R. J. Levis, part of the proceedings of this Society which 


Rec. Sec. Philada. Co. Med. Society. } shall be ordered for publication. 
Dr. Condie, from the Committee on the 


On motion of Dr. Condie, this report ; distribution of Vaccine Virus, reported pro- 
was referred to a committee of five, with; gress. He said that during the year a large 
instructions to report before the final ad- quantity of pure virus had been distributed, 
journment of the Society, :and that he still bad on hand a small quan. 

The President appointed the following as} tity, which would be given to those mem. 
that committee: Drs. D. F. Condie, —_ who made application to him. He 
ther, Singer, Worthington, and Cassidy. ; deprecated the practice of sending it by 

The nominating committee announced; mail, as even the short distance of sixty 
their report as ready, which was, on motion ; miles would cause a deterioration, perhaps 
of Dr. Atlee, laid on the table for the { complete destruction of its powers, in con- 
present. ¢ sequence of the heat generated in the mail 

Dr. A. L. Kennedy then presented, on} bags. 
behalf of Dr. H. Hartshorne (now in’ On motion of Dr. Atlee, the committee 
Europe), a copy of his medical record,; was continued, and Dr. Condie was re. 
etc., for inspection by the members. quested to furnish his report for publica. 

The Society then adjourned till half past} tion. 
nine o’clock on Thursday morning. Dr. Mayburry presented the report of the 
Committee on Unfinished Business, they 

Tavrspay Mornine, June 9ru. having found the following items :— 

The Society met pursuant to adjourn- 1. Memorial from the Philadelphia Medi- 


ment, the President, Dr. Cunningham, in} cal Society, with accompanying resolutions 
the chair. The roll was called by the{ (vide Transactions fur 1858, page 15, et 


Secretary. eq). 
Dr. B. H. Coates, of Philadelphia, offered; 2. Dr. H. Carpenter’s proposed amend- 





the following :— } ment to first section of Art. VI. of the Con- 
Resolved, ‘That the Society has learned ; stitution (Jdid., p. 15). 

with deep regret the death of its respected} 3, Report of committee to procure a sup- 

and valued member, Dr. Benj. S. Janney. j ply of vaccine virus from the original source, 
Resolved, That those delegates to the} Drs. Condie and Emerson, committee (Jbid., 

present session, who shall be in the city at} p. 19). 

the time, will, in testimony of respect and; 4. Report of the officers of the Society 

regard, attend the funeral. { who were continued a committee to “‘in- 
Resolved, That acommittee be appointed } crease and extend the organization of the 

to communicate to the family of the de-} profession throughout the State (Jdid., p. 

ceased the feelings of this Society. $19). 
Resolved, That these proceedings be pub-; 5. Annual report from Committee on Me- 

lished in the daily papers. teorology, Dr. Kennedy, chairman (Jbid., 
On motion, these resolutions were adopt. } p. 17). 

ed, and Dr. Coates appointed as the com-} On motion of Dr. Thomas, the report 

mittee. was laid on the table for the present, to 
After some remarks concerning the death} enable the Society to proceed with the 

of Baron Humboldt, alluding to his valuable } county society reports. 

services to science, his great fondness for; The Committee to Audit the Treasurer's 

Americans, and his close connection with; Accounts reported that they had found 

medical science, Dr. Coates also offered; them correct. 

the following resolutions :— The reports of the Beaver and Bradford 
Resolved, That this Society feels with; county societies were presented and re- 

deep regret the loss sustained by science } ferred to the Committee on Publication. 

and humanity in the death of Baron Alex-; The report of the Mercer County Society 

ander Von Humboldt, the teacher and ; was partially read by the Secretary, when 
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Dr. Remington moved that it be referred to? On motion of Dr. Curtis, it was agreed to 

the Committee on Publication. take up the items in their order as reported 
After some discussion by Drs. Condie, ‘by the committee. 

Jewell, and others, Dr. Condie offered an{ The memorial of the Philadelphia Medi- 

amendment, which was accepted by the {cal Society, presented at the last annual 

mover, to the effect that all the reports session (vide Transactions, 1858, folio 13 

presented at this session be referred to the jet seq.) being first in order, was read by 


Committee on Publication, with instruc- }the Secretary, 
tions to examine the same, and make any 
alterations that may be allowed by their 
authors previously to printing. This mo- 
tion was adopted. 

The reports of the Indiana, Susquehanna, 
Schuylkill, Perry, and Montgomery county 
societies, with sundry biographical notices 
which were on the table, were therefore 
referred in accordance with this motion. 

Dr. Worthington, of the committee to 
whom were referred the resolutions ema- 
nating from the Philadelphia County 
Society, concerning female colleges, &c., 
reported indorsing their action, which re- 
port, on motion of Dr. Coates, was adopted 
as the sense of the Association. 

Dr. Carpenter, of Lancaster, presented 
the following preamble and resolutions: — 

Whereas, Dr. Joseph Parrish, Superin- 








When Dr. H. Carpenter moved that it be 
referred to a special committee for their 
consideration, to report at the next annual 
meeting. 

The question was discussed by Drs. 
Condie, J. L. Atlee, Sr., of Lancaster, A. 
Nebinger, Worthington, of Chester, Jewell, 
and Bell, when 

Dr. Carpenter withdrew his original mo- 
tion, and moved that the whole matter be 
indefinitely postponed, which was unani- 
mously adopted. 

On motion, the Society adjourned till 5 
P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Society met at 5 P. M., the Presi- 
dent in the chair. 
On motion of Dr. R. P. Thomas, the 


tendent of the Pennsylvania Training School } reading of the minutes and calling of the 


for Feeble-Minded Children, has favored 
this Society with a very interesting exhi- 
bition of his system of instruction and train- 
ing, affording the most gratifying evidence 
to the benevolent mind and heart that for 
this deplorably helpless and forlorn portion 
of our fellow beings, from whose souls the 


roll were dispensed with. 
Unfinished business was then resumed. 
In the matter of increasing and extending | 
the organization of the profession, Dr. Cun- 
ningham, as chairman of that committee, 
stated that he had made sundry individual 
efforts, but there had been no joint action 


light of intelligence and reason has hereto- ; by the committee. 


fore seemed hopelessly excluded, there still ’ 
exists a prospect of restoration most pleasing ‘tion, in the absence of the chairman, Dr. 
‘ Kennedy, Dr. Thomas made a verbal report, 
¢and moved that the committee be instructed 


10 furnish a report for publication, which 


and encouraging, therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Society highly ap- 
prove of the system of instruction and 
training so successfully pursued in this 
institution, and of the noble and _ praise- 
worthy efforts so patiently and perseveringly 
employed to restore again to intelligence 
and usefulness this most unfortunate class 
of our fellow creatures, and that we warmly 
commend it to the consideration of the 
philanthropic and benevolent. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society 
be tendered to Dr. Parrish and his assist- 
ants for their very interesting and gratifying 
exhibition of the progress of his pupils. 

On motion, the preamble and resolutions 
were unanimously adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Cheeseman, of Phila- 
delphia, the Society proceeded to the con- 
sideration of unfinished business. 





On behalf of the Committee of Publica- 


was adopted. 

Dr. Mayburry then offered the follow- 
ing:— 

Resolved, That the Committee of Pub- 
lication be instructed to insert over the title 
page of the forthcoming volume of the 
Transactions, before ‘‘ annual,’’ the word 
‘* eleventh,’? so that it shall read, ‘‘ Trans- 
actions of the Medical Society of the State 
of Pennsylvania at its eleventh annual ses- 
sion,’’ &c., which was adopted. 

On motion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, the So- 
ciety proceeded to the consideration of the. 
report of the Nominating Committee, which 
was read by their chairman, Dr. Nebinger, 
as follows :— 
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President —Dr. D. F. Condie, of Phila. ’ 
delphia. 

Vice Presidents.—Drs. C. T. Bliss, of 
Bradford; B. F. Schneck, of Lebanon; 
John Schrack, of Montgomery; and Ed- ; 
ward Wallace, of Berks. 

Corresponding Secretary.—Dr. Joseph 
Carson. of Philadelphia. 

Recording Secretaries.—Drs. John K. 
Raub, of Lancaster, and John T. Carpen- 
ter, of Schuylkill. ; 

Treasurer.—Dr. R. P. Thomas, of Phila- 
delphia. ‘ 

Censors, 1st and 2d Districts.—Drs. 
James S. Carpenter, Schuylkill; H. Cor- 
son, Montgomery; W. Mayburry, Phila- ; 
delphia; E. H. Mason, Bradford; J. P. 
Edge, Chester; W. H. McGill, Montour ; | 
A. S. Bare, Lancaster; and C. H. Wormer, : 
Berks. 

Censors, 3d ard 4th Districts.—Drs. W. ‘ 
R. Finley, Blair Co.; J. B. Luden, Hun.- | 
tingdon; C. J. Hirst, Blair; T. Woods, ‘ 
Lycoming; Joseph Henderson, Mifflin; 
James Galbraith, Perry; and J. H. Case, } 
Perry. 


Censors, 5th and 6th Districts.—Drs. J. 
Wishart, Washington Co. ; G. W. Allison, ; 
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dent, Dr. D. F. Condie, made a few re. 


{ marks, returning thanks for the honor, etc, 


Dr. Carpenter, of Lancaster, offered the 
following, which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society 
‘ be tendered to the various railroad compa. 
nies for facilities afforded delegates in at- 
‘tending this convention, as also to the 
‘ different ecientific and charitable i institutions 
for courtesies extended. 

On motion of Dr. Schrack, the thanks of 


the society were tendered to the retiring 


President for the able and impartial manner 
in which he had discharged his duties. 

On motion of Dr. J. A. Ehler, of Lancas- 
ter, the following resolution was adopted :— 

Resolved, That our thanks be tendered 
to the retiring officers for the able and gen. 
‘tlemanly manner in which they severally 
have discharged their duties, and also that 
a vote of thanks be presented to the Board 
of Trustees of the University of Pennsylva- 
nia for the use of the room in which the 
meeting has been held. 

On motion of Dr. W. H. Boone, of 
Lancaster, the following resolution was 


_ adopted :— 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Society 


Beaver; D. Leasure, Lawrence; J. P. ‘be and they are hereby most cordially ten- 
Gazzam, Allegheny; J. Lowman, Cam- dered to the Committee of Arrangements, 
- bria; E. Griswold, Mercer; and Thomas and the citizens of Philadelphia, for their 


St. Clair, Indiana. 
Delegates to American Medical Associa- 
tion.—Drs. S. Cunningham, Beaver; W. ' 
Worthington, Chester; J. E. Singer, Perry ; 
J. S. Carpenter, Schuylkill; W. Corson, | 
Montgomery; J. D. Strowbridge, Mon- | 
tour; Henry Carpenter, Lancaster; W. : 
Jewell, Philadelphia; R. P. Thomas, Phila. ° 
delphia; E. P. Allen, Bradford; and John’ 
Bell, Philadelphia. ( 

Committee of Publication. — Drs. Levi 
Curtis, A. L. Kennedy, and W. B. Atkin. . 
son. H 

Philadelphia was named as the place of 
meeting for next year. 

Dr. J. L. Atlee, Sr., moved that the } 
report be accepted, and the nominees be . 
declared the officers of the Society. 

The retiring President, Dr. S. Cunning. : 
ham, made some appropriate remarks. 

On motion of Dr. Jewell, a committee 
was appointed to conduct the newly elected 
officers to their chairs. 

Drs. Jewell and Worthington were ap- ; 
pointed the committee. 

The officers being installed, the Presi- 


‘many polite attentions to the delegates to 


the State Medical Society. 
Some discussion was had concerning the 


‘time for the next meeting, lest it might 


conflict with that of the American Medical 
Association, but no action was taken. 

On motion of Dr. Mayburry, the amend- 
ment to the Constitution proposed by Dr. H. 
Carpenter was then taken up. 

After some discussion, on motion of Dr. 
C. H. Hill, the whole matter was indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

Dr. Kennedy, from the Committee on 
Meteorology, reported progress, and asked 


‘to be continued, which was granted. 


The Secretary then read the minutes of 
the day’s proceedings. 

There being no further business, on mo- 
tion of Dr. J. L. Atlee, Sr., the Society 


‘ adjourned, to meet again in Philadelphia at 


11 A. M. on the second Wednesday in June, 
1860. 


State Medical Society of Iowa.—This 


‘Society held its annual meeting at Daven- 
port on the 7th, 8th, and 9th of June. 
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About fifty members, representing fifteen } for the evening—the President’s address at 
counties, were in attendance. 8’clock, and the meeting at the Le Claire 

The President, Dr. John H. Rauch, called } House immediately thereafter. 
the Society to order. On motion of Dr.} The Society then adjourned till 8 o’clock 
Saunders, it was ; 

Resolved, That a committee of one from } 
each county represented be appointed to} WeDNesDay, Jung 8. Evanine Sxssion, 
select the names of suitable persons for 8 o’cLock. 
officers for the ensuing year, and to recom- } The President delivered his address, after 
mend a proper place for the next meeting. ‘ which the Society adjourned until Thursday 

An Essay on Scarlatina, by Dr. F.} morning at 9 o’clock. 


, of L : d, and refe 
br ser~ieono baer enaatge ne Tuurspay, June 9. Mornine Szssion. 


to the Committee on Publication. 
' } Atthe hour adjourned to, the President 


An Essay on Subcutaneous Injection of 
Quinine, by Dr. Langer, was also read, and took thechair. The minutes of yesterday’ 


referred to the same Committee. proceedings were read and approved. 

The Society then agreed to raise a com-} Dr. Saunders, from the Committee on 
mittee of seven to investigate and report ; Nominations, made the following report; 
upon the subject at its next meeting. and the gentlemen named were all of them 

The reading of the reports of the respect- lected, sub ntly, unanimously :— 
ive officers of the society was postponed until President, Dr. Egbert S. Barrows, of 
the afternoon session. Scott; Vice President, George Reeder, of 

The general order of business was then Muscatine; Recording Secretary, Allen 
postponed until afternoon in order to accom- ; Phillips, of Dubuque; Corresponding Se- 
modate the officers of the Society in some ‘cretary, Oliver George, of Van Buren; 
of their arrangements. On motion, the} Treasurer, M. B. Cochran, of Johnson; 
Society then adjourned until 20’clock P. M. ; Censors, Ezra J. Fountain, of Scott, D. L. 

; MeGugin, of Lee, R. S. Lewis, of Du- 

Arrernoon Ssssion, 2 o’ciock P. M. ‘ buque, A. W. McClure, of Henry, JS. 

Dr. McGugin, from Committee on Regis. ; ; Dimmitt, of Jones. 
tration, made a report, stating his action ; The Committee also reported in favour of 
upon the subject. Report pted, and} Dubuque as the next place of meeting, and 
Committee continued. ;that the time of meeting be the second 

Dr. Fountain, from Committee on Ob-{ Wednesday in May, which were unani- 
stetrics, stated that he was not prepared to, mously agreed to. 
report upon the subject assigned him, but,; Dr. Rauch, from the Committee on the 
if permitted, would read a paper upon an- ; Topography, Natural History, and Climate 
other subject. Permission being given, the ;of Iowa, made a very voluminous and 
Doctor read an interesting article upon the interesting report, indicating an immense 
medical Properties of Chlorate of Potash. 3 amount of labour and research. 

On motion, the report was received, and ; A Committee of five were appointed to 
referred to the Committee on Publication. } report upon the best mode of publishing it, 

Dr. Hamline, from Committee on Gene- consisting of Drs. Rauch, Lewis, Hughes, 
Tative organs, stated that circumstances had } Fountain, and Cochran. 
prevented his preparing a report for the; Dr. Fountain offered a resolution that a 
present meeting. On motion, Dr. Hamline § committee be appointed of one from each 
was continued to report at the next meeting. > } county represented, to report at next meet- 

Dr. Lothrop, of Lyons, presented the fol-; ing upon the subject of Ozone, which was 
lowing resolution :— $ adopted. 

Resolved, That this association choose a; Dr. Cochran moved that a special com- 
committee of three to draft a memorial rela- } mitiee be appointed to take into considera- 
tive to the security of physician’s fees, to be } tion the recommendation made in the Pre- 
presented to our next Legislature. sident’s address, and report thereon, which 

Which was read and adopted; and Drs. | was agreed to; and Drs. Cochran, McClure, 
Lothrop, Wilton, and Reeder were ap- oc Adler, and Nassau were ap- 
pointed said Committee. pointed. 

Dr. Saunders made the announcements: Dr. Lewis presented a paper indicating 
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the action of the Dubuque Medical Society }1. To Memorialize the Legislature in re- 


in relation to Asa Horr, and moved the 
appointment of a committee to report at the 
next meeting of the Society. This was 
agreed to; and Drs. Lewis, of Dubuque, 


lation to the sale of Poisons. 2. To cor- 
respond with the various State societies 
respecting a change in the system of Medi. 
cal Education. 3. To attend the examina- 


Miller, of Jackson, and Fountain, of Scott, } tion of candidates for degrees in the Medical 


were appointed. 
The Society then adjourned until 2 P. M. 


AFTERNOON Session. 

Dr. Barrows, the President, took the 
chair. 

Dr. Marsh offered the following :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society 
be, and the same are hereby tendered to 
Dr. J. H. Rauch for the able manner in 
which he hae discharged the duties.of Pre- 
sident for the last year, and also for his able 
address, and that he be requested to furnish 
a copy of the same for publication. 

Which, having been read, was adopted. 

Dr. Lothrop, from the Committee in re- 
lation to legislation respecting the compen- 
sation of physicians made a report, which 
was read, and laid on the table. 

Dr. McGugin then read an essay on Epi- 
lepsy, which was referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

The President announced the following 
Committee on Ozone, under the resolution: 
Drs. Fountain, Phillips, Miller, of Jack- 
son, Huff, Rosseau, Lothrop, Carhart, 
McGugin, Marsh, Coover, George, Ran- 
som, and Chambers. 

Dr. Cochran made a report on Phthisis, 
which, at his own request, was referred to 
Committee on Publication without reading. 

Prof. Hughes made an interesting state- 
ment of a case of curved femur, causing 
contraction of the limbs, having been re- 
lieved by a peculiar surgical operation. He 
was requested to write out and submit to 
the Committee on Publication details of the 
case. 

Dr. McGugin was continued on the Com- 
mittee on Physical Exploration. 

On motion of Dr. Rauch, the Society 
then adjourned until 8 o’clock P. M. 


Tuurspay, June 9TH. Evenine Sgssion, 
8 o’cLock. 

The President took the chair at the time 
adjourned to. Dr. Cochran, from the 
Committee on the topics alluded to in the 
President’s address, made a report, recom- 
mending the appointment of a committee of 
three upon each of the following subjects: 








Colleges of the State. 

The report was received and adopted; 
and the President appointed the committees 
as follows: 1. Drs. McClure, of Henry, 
Maxwell, of Scott, and Chambers, of Ce- 
dar. 2, Saunders, of Scott, Keith, of Scott, 
and Ransom, of Des Moines. 3. Hamline, 
of Henry, Fountain, of Scott, and Lewis, of 
Dubuque. 

Dr. Saunders offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted unanimously :— 

Resolved, That it be recommended to 
the regular members of the profession 
throughout the State to form county socie- 
ties wherever practicable, and to send repre- 
sentatives to the State Society with proper 
certificates of delegation. 

Drs. Hughes, Baker, and Sannders were 
appointed a committee to prepare and have 
filed, with the Secretary of State, Articles 
of Incorporation for the State Society ; and 
the President was directed to appoint, at his 
pleasure, representatives to the’ National 
Pharmaceutical Association, after the com- 
mittee shall have performed the duty as- 
signed them. 

Dr. Hamline offered the following :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Iowa 
State Medical Society be given to the mem- 
bers of the profession of the city of Daven- 
port, as well as to the private citizens and 
the press of the place, who have extended 
to the members of this Society hospitalities 
and kind attention of both a public and pri- 
vate character. 

Which was read and adopted. 

Dr. Cochran offered the following :— 

Resolved, That all persons making appli- 
cation for membership in this Society be 
required to present satisfactory testimonials 
of being in good standing among their pro- 
fessional brethren at home. Which was 
adopted. 

Dr. Fountain moved that the report of 
Dr. Rauch, on Medical Topography, be 
received, and that the thanks of the Society 
be tendered him therefor. Which was 
agreed to. 

The Committee on Medical Topography 
was continued, with the understanding that 
Dr. Chas. C. Parry, of Scott, shall assume 








its chairmanship, after Dr. Rauch shal! have 
finished up his report. 

The President then ed the Com- 
mittee on Publication as follows: Drs. 
Rauch, Lewis, and Saunders. 

The Society then proceeded to the ap- 
pointment of committees on medical topics, 
as follows:— 

Diseases of the Brain, Dr. McClure; 
Criminal Abortion, Dr. G. R. Henry; 
Positive Medical Agents, Dr. McGugin; 
Prevailing Fevers, Dr. John M. Adler; 
Stomatitis Materna, Dr. F. Knowles; Epi- 
demic Erysipelas, Dr. McCarn; New 
Remedies, Dr. Huff; Influence of Miasma 
in Producing Diseases of the Eye, Dr. A. 
S. Maxwell; Surgery, Dr. Stone. 

Dr. Keith offered a resolution to the effect 
that applicants for the position of students 
of medicine be required to come up to a fair 
standard of educational acquirement before 
the relation of preceptor and pupil is as- 
sumed. Which was adopted. 

The following delegates were then elected 
to represent the Society in the American 
Medical Association to meet in New Haven, 
Connecticut, in June, 1860 :— 

Drs. E. S. Barrows, A. Phillips, Th. J. 
Saunders, A. W. McClure, Jno. M. Adler, 
M. B. Cochran, Prof. D. L. McGugin, 
Drs. E. J. Fountain, D. Whinnery, Igna- 
tius Langer, L. P. Hamline, J. W. H. 
Baker. 

Dr. Fountain offered the following pre- 
amble and resolution :— 

Whereas, Our late President, Dr. John 
H. Rauch, has recently changed his resi- 
dence from this to our sister State of IIli- 
nois, in obedience to a call to fill the chair 
of Professor of Materia Medica in a medical 
college of Chicago, therefore 

Resolved, That we take pleasure in ac- 
knowledging the valuable services he has 
rendered this Society, and the profession 
generally, by his contributions to our pro- 
ceedings, and his interest in promoting the 
cause of medical science; and, while we 
deeply regret his loss from our body as an 
active member, we congratulate our profes- 
sional brethren of Illinois on his acquisition 
to their number, and will continue to feel 
the warmest interest in his earnest endea- 
vours to elevate the standard of medical 
education, and in his efforts to add to our 
stock of knowledge in the natural sciences, 
collateral to the profession of medicine, 

Which, having been read, were adopted 
unanimously. 
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On motion of Dr. McClure, the Society 
then adjourned. 

Medical Journals.—Four medical jour- 
nals, viz., the ‘‘ Maine Medical and Surgical 
Reporter,’ the ‘‘ New Hampshire Medical 
Journal,”’ the ‘‘ Louisville Medical Ga- 
zette,”’ and the Montreal ‘ Medical Chroni- 
cle” have, within a short time, been forced 
to suspend their publication from want of 
support; and we regret to learn, from an 
editorial in the July number of our respected 
cotemporary, the Virginia Medical Journal, 
that it is greatly hampered from want of 
material aid. 

We subjoin the editorial referred to, with 
the hope of promoting the object of the 
editors, but must at the same time express 
our persuasion that the views there given 
of medical journalism are too gloomily 
tinted. That there are more journals pub- 
lished than the profession actually need, or 
are willing to support, must be conceded ; 
but we trust that such as uphold sound 
ethical doctrines, and which labour to ele- 
vate the character of the profession and to 
enlarge the bounds of our science, will re- 
ceive support proportionate to their merits. 
We have only to add that there are some 
confessions in the following editorial well 
calculated to excite surprise. 


‘* At the commencement of this our thir- 
teenth volume, we may be excused for 
presenting a few reflections, appropriate to 
the period, to our friends. In truth, a little 
garrulity may be pardoned us at this time. 
It should be remembered that medical jour- 
nals are a short-lived race, at least in our 
country. They reach a precocious adoles- 
cence after probably two years of cachectic 
infancy, badly nourished and injudiciously 
treated. Fortunately, they cut their eye- 
teeth quickly, and find, to their cost, that 
this world is ‘nought but labor and sor- 
row,’ or, in more modern phrase, ‘ there is 
no money in it.’ Still, in spite of adverse 
circumstances, and by dint of an unlimited 
though sorely betrayed reliance in man’s 
trustfulness, the Journal reaches a mode- 
rate circulation, still living, as most of them 
do, from hand to mouth, harassed with 
debt, wanting the support of their patrons, 
starving for matter in the midst of plenty, 
compelled to beg pertinaciously for contri- 
butions from those who, if they were not 
utterly blind to their own interests, would 
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gladly seek admittance to ite pages. Under 
all these depreasing conditions, the weary 
periodical falls slowly into a hopeless ma- 
rasmus, a premature old age; and presently 
the place that knew it knows it no more ; 
it dies, and makes no sign; and its unhappy 
companions devote a hasty paragraph to its 
memory. Its long-suffering publisher seizes 
upon its effects, consisting of exchanges 
freely cut to pieces by the scissors, a half 
dozen American reprints bound in calf and 
black muslin, and a delinquent list of inde- 
scribable longitude. 

“Such is the fate of many a sanguine 
scheme to win reputation and develop the 
resources of our native profession. In our 
experience, these phases of the journalistic 
life have again and again been enacted: be- 
fore us. Seven years have exhibited to us 
the rise and fall of various promising sprouts 
of medical literature, who now, alas, have 
floated far away ‘adown the gulf of time’! 
and, while we have cause to be grateful that 
we are yet spared to tell the doleful tale, 
to moralize over the decay of many bright 
hopes, nay, earnest strivings after useful- 
ness and distinction, may we not profit by 
these repeated warnings, and take care that 
we too, ere long, be only found among the 
shades of departed journals ? 

** Representing alone the medical profes- 
sion of Virginia—the solitary organ of more 
than three thousand intelligent gentlemen— 
having carefully avoided any connection 
with cliques or personal questions, and 
being, we honestly believe, at peace with 
all the world, it would seem impossible that 
the Virginia Medical Journal, in present- 
ing its thirteenth volume to its readers, 
could for a moment doubt its continued and 
prosperous existence. But it is the part of 
wisdom to look the truth fairly in the face, 
When we are strongest and farthest from 
danger, when we are strong enough to tell 
the truth without fear of misrepresentation, 
then is the time to talk boldly and candidly 
to-our friends, to tell them what is required 
of them, and to claim from them undisputed 
and well-earned justice. 

‘The subscription list of this journal is 
hardly surpassed by any rival periodical in 
this country; and it includes amongst its 
friends many of the best names in the 
American profession. It offers every 
inducement to the profession to write for its 
pages, proposing to illustrate, at any cost, 
all contributions requiring such adjuvants; ‘ 
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and yet duty requires the editor to say that 
his most earnest efforts to attract the learn- 
ing and practical experience of the Virginia 
profession to the support of their represen- 
tative fails, year by year, more and more; 
and he is forced to confess, with pain and 
sorrow (but not with shame, for that fault 
lies not at his door), that the original 
columns of the journal do not improve with 
the improvement of the science; nay, they 
hardly equal the productions of its younger 
days. 

‘Men of Virginia, will you permit this 
charge of outrageous delinquency to be 
thrown at you, and not, at least, make an 
honest effort to remedy the evil conse- 
quences and shameful disgrace which must 
follow,. unless the necessary effort is made ? 
Can you expect us to write reviews and 
editorials, read books and write notices, 
gallop through fifty exchanges a month, to 
look up literary forage for lazy and careless 
patrons, and, when we go to press, be com- 
pelled to prepare an original for our own 
journal? Yet this has been the fact in our 
experience, as witness many a lucubration 
through its past pages by Rusticus, Mendi- 
cus, Senex, Juvenis, Country Doctor, and 
other assumed titles, so that the editor 
might avoid the charge of egotism and self- 
laudation, ever ready to be made by a cen- 
sorious public. Say, thinking reader and 
old friend, shall this continue ? 

‘* Having alluded to one great cause of 
the failure of medical periodicals to achieve 
@ permanent success in our country, namely, 
want of literary industry and ambition in 
the profession, we desire to close these re- 
marks by mentioning the second and most 
potent reason why this sad result is to be 
feared by even the most prosperous of these 
enterprises. 

“The gross income of the Virginia 
Medical Journal has been six thousand 
dollars a year, nearly, for the past two 
years, and its cost of publication about 
twenty-five hundred a year. With this 
apparently wide margin for profit, we have 
to tell our friends that the delinquent list for 
two years only amounts to five thousand 
eight hundred and fifty dollars. 

“* Now, gentlemen, if you will not work 
for your journal, there are those who will 
give value and interest to its pages, if they 
are paid for their labors; and we ask you, 
in all frankness, at least pay us what you 
owe us—pay us your subscriptions—and, 
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by the beginning of another year, we will 
give you every month an epitome of medi- 
cal literature derived from direct corespon- 
dence with all the leading centres of this 
country ‘and Europe. Pay us, and your 
journal will present careful and interesting 
reviews of the many publications pouring 
from the press every day, instead of such 
miserable mockeries as now appear. Pay 
us, and every number will be filled with 
matter translated from abroad, with ample 
illustrations of the useful appliances and 
mechanical conveniences of the art. Your 
editor can then confine himeelf to his true 
position, instead of vainly attempting the 
impossible task of instructing the public 
without adequate support and materials. 
His would be the duty of collating, select- 
ing. pruning, amplifying, and arranging the 
matter to be presented, and directing the 
typographical execution of the work. Such 
a task would be indeed a labor of love; and, 
dear friends, if you will heed our candid and 
homely admonitions, we will all live to be 
proud of our State journal, and we will all 
feel the reflected light of its constantly 
growing influence in the continual elevation 
of our professional position.’ 

Professor Flint’s Lectures on Clinical 
Medicine.— The New Orleans Medical 
News and Hospital Gazette (May, 1859) 
announces ‘‘ that Prof. Flint returns to his 
post early next fall, and with renewed 
energy and determination to make his 
teachings the most valuable our city has 
ever known.’’ 

We are happy to chronicle this announce- 
ment, not only as containing a well-deserved 
compliment to Prof. Flint, but as creditable 
to the editors of the journal from which we 
quote, who have thus shown themselves 
superior to sectional feeling, and to be free 
from all participation in the unfounded doc- 
trine, so loudly proclaimed of late years, by 
interested parties, that the treatment of 
Southern diseases can be properly taught 
only by Southern practitioners. 

Pennsylvania Hospital.—We learn with 
regret that Dr. Jno. Neill, who has filled 
the office of surgeon to this institution for 
the past seven or eight years with credit to 
himeelf, with advantage to the patients, and 
greatly to the instruction of the students who 
attended the clinical lectures, has resigned, 
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in his place ; and one more competent, from 
his extensive surgical knowledge, experi- 
ence, and high character, to perform the 
duties of the appointment, could not have 
been found in our city. 


City Hospital.—We are pleased to an- 
nounce that Dr. Joun Bex has been ap- 
pointed by the new Board of Health physi- 
cian to the City Hospital for contagious 
diseases. 


New Medical School.—It is announced 
(St. Joseph Journal, July, 1859), that a 
medical school is about being organized at 
St. Joseph, Mo. 
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Asphyzia from Chloroform ; Tracheotomy. 
—M. Langenbeck, of Berlin, relates a very 
interesting case of recovery from the asphyxia 
of chloroform through tracheotomy. All 
ordinary attempts at insufflation were una- 
vailing. The pulse had stopped ; the face had 
the pale aspect of death ; the lower jaw fell ; 
the eyes were widely opened; and all pre- 
sent were convinced that the man was dead. 
‘Tt was then,’’ he says, ‘‘ that I opened the 
trachea. Not adrop of blood flowed dur- 
ing the operation; the circulation having 
entirely ceased, artificial respiration was 
then begun. After six or eight movements 
of inspiration and expiration, the pulse re- 
turned, but feeble, and irregular at first, 
and then more regular. Then came a 
spontaneous inspiration; and now the 
wound began to bleed. Frictions and cold 
affusions were continued, for life seemed 
still trembling in the balance. The ex- 
pression of the face was still unchanged ; 
the eyes still wide open and staring; the 
left pupil more dilated than the right; the 
features were immovable; pinching the 
skin of the thorax produced only reflex 
movement of the upper extremities. Their 
efforts were continued for an hour and a 
half, when the patient had a coughing fit, 
and brought up a quantity of bloody mucus. 
He wasthen carried to bed. There he was 
seized with clonic spasms, etc. He was 
still insensible, but his respiration was free. 
He at length became excited, and required 
the strait waistcoat. The insensibility and 
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excitement continued during the night, but 
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next morning the effects of the chloroform 
had disappeared.—Ibid., and ‘Archiv. Gén., 
June, 1859, : 

Quinia in Peritonitis.—The experi- 
ments made of late years by Legrouz, Mon- 
neret, Andral, Trousseau, and other celeb- 
rities.. connected with the French school, 
have proved, beyond a doubt, the beneficial 
influence of quinine in large doses in the 
treatment of acute rheumatism, and other 
diseases of a similar type. Recently this 
same medicine has been vaunted in com- 
bating certain forms of peritoneal inflam- 
mation. occurring in connection with the 
puerperal state, and more especially by M. 
Beau, who, during his official connection 
with the Cochin Hoepital, employed it in an 
immense number of *cases where that for- 
midable disease prevailed in an epidemic 
form. So marked was the success which 
attended his experiments, that he ultimately 
arrived at the conclusion, that quinine in 
large and continued doses, if not a specific 
in. that disease, is:at least the most valua- 
ble, and at the same time the most powerful } 
curative agent we possess in its manage- 
ment and ‘treatment. Entertaining mah 
views in reference to the value of quinine in 
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idiopathic peritonitis treated and cured by 
this medicine, to the entire exclusion of 
every other therapeutical measure. To 
those who have been taught in early life 


‘ that inflammation of the peritoneal mem- 


brane demands, in the majority of instances, 
the abstraction of blood—if not generally, at 
least locally—until a powerful impression 
be made on the system, and that this he- 
roic plan of treatment must be followed by 
the assiduous exhibition of calomel: until 
the patient be brought under the influence 
of this powerful and dangerous mineral, the 
solemn declaration of a man of high autho- 
rity and great experience, to the effect that 
such treatment is not only useless but posi- 
tively pernicious, cannot be viewed with 
any other feeling than that of amazement ; 
and yet, reluctant though they be to aban- 
don a system which has been inculcated in 
their youth, and which they have been ac- 
customed to regard as strictly orthodox, 
they must resign themselves to seeing it 
demolished by another diametrically its op- 
posite. 

As.a sequel to the foregoing remarks, we 
cannot do better than place before your 
readers the following case, the details of 
which we extract from our Medical notes 


puerperal peritonitis, it was exceedingly { taken at the bedside of the patient. A 
natural that he should try the same remedy ; girl, 24 years of age, was admitted into the 
in a similar affection occurring apart from; service of M. Beau, at the Hépital la 
the puerperal state ; and hence we find, that ; Charité, and on examination the following 
in the idiopathic form of peritonitis he has symptoms were recognized. Over the lower 
recourse to the same mode of treatment, part of the abdomen there were great pain 
and urges on his pupils its decided superi- {and tenderness, which were increased on 
ority over every other with which he is ac- ; the slightest pressure ; the pulse was small, 
quainted, Ina disease of this kind, which, ; hard and quick, averaging about 120 beats 
in spite of the most active and energetic; in the minute; the skin was hot, dry, and 
measures we may adopt, most generally: harsh; tongue furred; constant nausea, 
pursues its fatal course with amazing} with occasional vomiting; constipation; the 
rapidity, we are always disposed to accord ‘ features were pinched, and the countenance 
a favourable reception to any theory, how-; indicated much anxiety; respiration hur- 
ever novel and usupported by facts it may ‘ ried; complexion muddy, and the conjunc- 
be, provided only we be told that its cet tig slightly yellow. The. patient lay 
cal application has been followed by merely }on her back, with the legs flexed on the 
partial success ; and we are always most; thighs. Her previous history showed that 
agreeably surprised when, with precon- ‘for some weeks prior to the invasion of the 
ceived notions unfavourable to the theory, ; disease she had been in an indifferent state 
we find ourselves confronted with a single; of health, which she attributed to an 


fact which, though it may not completely 
establish the new doctrine, at least enlists 
our sympathies in its favour. Such was 
the surprise which we experienced in refer- 
ence to the quinine treatment recommended 
by M. Beau, when we witnessed, for the 
first time a fortnight ago, a genuine case of 





unusual amount of bodily fatigue to which 
she had been subjected. In the presence of 
these symptoms, M. Beau at once pro- 
nounced the case to he-one of acute perito- 
nitis. Treatment: an emetic, composed of 
ipecac. and tart. antimon. was ordered, to 
be followed up by a purgativeenema. The 
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feeling of nausea having thus been removed, { excess of fibrin as the real pathological 
and the stomach prepared for the ‘adminis: ? condition on which this disease depends’; 
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tration of the sulphate of quinine, this medi- } that is to say, he regards the fibrin as the 
cine was prescribed as follows: two phlogistic principle, and whatever tends to 


grammes (equal to thirty grains) were or- 
dered to be divided into three doses, one of 


poe the fibrinous portion of the blood 


which was to be given every eighth hour, ‘feed the disease. Consonant with these 


and a blister was applied to the lower part ( 
of the abdomen, over the spot where the } 
pain and tenderness were yreatest. After ; 


must of necessity increase the fever and 


views he considers anemia, which ie always 
characterized by diminution of the red glo- 
bules of the blood, as one of the’ principal 


four or five doses of the quinine, its physio- ’ predisposing causes of the phlegmasite ; and 


logical effects, such as deafness, ringing in 
the ears, ete., began to manifest themselves, 
and consentaneous with these there was a 
manifest diminution of the original symp- 
toms. The pulse from 120 was reduced to 
110 ; the pain and tenderness of the abdo- 
men were considerably subdued ; the febrile 
symptoms, generally, were greatly modi- 
fied, and the count b more 
placid. The quinine was ordered to be con- 
tinued, together with the use of refreshing 
drinks, and on the fourth day of the treat- 
ment the pulse fell to 100, accompanied by 
corresponding improvement in all other 
respects. 

In a week or ten days from the com- 
mencement of the treatment, the full effects 
of the quinine having been produced, that is 
to say, the original disease having been, as 
it were, overcome, the medicine was gradu- 
ally diminished, and ultimately discon- 
tinued. The pulse has fallen regularly, 
and the patient is now convalescent. Now, 
ina case like the above, implying the un- 
doubted existence of inflammatory action of 
a most important membrane, the indica- 
tion, according to the notions generally en- 
tertained, would be abstraction of blood, if 
not from the arm, at least by the applica- 
tion ‘of leeches over the seat of the disease ; 
and we venture to say, that in a similar case 
such would be the practice adopted by a large 
proportion of medical men. ‘But according 
‘to the theory of M. Beau, instead of caring 
the disease, the abstraction of a single drop 
of blood would only increase the evil, and 
ultimately lead to a fatal result. In perito- 
nitis, and in the phlegmasie generally, the 
blood, according to Bean, is poor in red glo- 
bules, and consequently rich in fibrin ; in 
other words, the increase of the latter is in 
a direct ratio to the diminution of the 
former. It is not difficult, therefore, to un- 
derstand his' determined opposition to deple- 
tion, and other measures calculated to lower 





when this condition of body exists, expo- 
sure to cold and wet, to sudden change of 
temperature, or to any of the other exciting 
causes of inflammation, may be followed by 
an attack of acute peritonitis. Quinine 
being the sheet-anchor of M. Beau, as we 
have shown, in the treatment of this disease, 
it will not be‘out of place here to indicate 
some of the leading rules which he lays 
down in reference to the manner in which 
it should be employed, and on the rigid ob- 
servance of which the success will depend. 
It is neccessary that a decided effect ‘be 
produced on the system at once, and hence 
the earlier the quinine is exhibited after the 
malady has declared itself the better. But 
in every case he deems it-advisable to pre- 
mise the first dose of quinine with an 
emetic; to be followed up by a purgative 
enema. As soon as the stomach is prepared 
to retain the quinine, he gives the latter to 
the extent of eight grains every eighth hour, 
and this quantity of the salt must be con- 
tinued for several days in succession. It is 
right, however, to observe that ‘the dose 
must be proportioned to the sensibility ‘of 
the patient; that is to say, it must be in- 
creased should the intoxication produced by 
it prove too feeble, and. diminished in the 
event of its being too strong. -M. Beau has 
never, in the course of his experience, had 
occasion to prescribe a larger dose than four 
grammes (60 grains) of the salt in the 
twenty-four hours. Even when the inflam- 
mation of the peritoneum is limited to one 
spot, and when the malady has been to a 
certain extent overcome, it becomes impera- 
tive towards the second or'third day’ to in- 
crease the dose of the salt toa small extent; as 
the system becoming accustomed to it, the 
quinine in ‘its original dose would not suffice 
to maintain the ‘mastery over the disease. 
For the same reason the medicine must not 
be diminished too rapidly, nor discontinued 
too early. Beau states that he has seen 








the vitality of the ‘blood. He regards the ‘ 


cases.in-which, up to the, eighteenth day of 
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the disease, he could not suspend the medi- 
cine without:such suspension being followed 
by a recurrence of the febrile symptoms. 
Should the stomach from excessive irrita- 
bility reject the quinine (by no means an 
uncommon occurrence), it should again be 
administered in some other form, so that if 
one form does not suit another may. When, 
notwithstanding the form in which it is 
administered, the stomach obstinately re- 
fuses it, the quinine may be given in the 
form of enema, as experience has proved 
that its absorption readily takes place when 
given in this manner.—Correspondent. of 
the Med. Times and Gaz., July 2, 1859. 


Voltaic Narcotism.—In our number for 
April last (pp. 55-58), we published an ac- 
count by Dr. B. W. Ricnaapsoy of some 
experiments made by him on the production 
-of anesthesia by voltaic electricity. In the 
number of the Medical Times and Gazette, 
for June 29, Dr. R. gives the results of his 
further experiments, an abstract of which 
we proceed to lay before our readers :— 

“On February 8, the operation of tying 
the femoral artery was performed on a dog 
by my colleague, Mr. Spencer Wells. It 
was on the dog on which the operation for 
removal of the leg had been performed on 
February 1, by Dr. Halford. The thigh 
having been shaved, a piece of sponge satu- 
rated with a solution consisting of fifteen 
grains of the aqueous extract of aconite dis- 
solved in three drachms of spirit, together 
with four drachms of chloroform, was placed 
over the thigh in the traject of the artery, 
and was covered by a piece of clean copper- 
plate connected with the positive pole from 
the chain battery. The plate connected 
with the negative pole was placed on the 
outer surface of the limb exactly opposite to 
the plate laid over the artery. The battery 
was put into action, but played indifferently, 

- and, after being applied twenty minutes, 
ceased to act altogether.' However, the 
plates were kept applied for twenty-five 
minutes longer, when they were removed 
and the operation was performed. On 
making the incision through the skin, the 
animal shrieked, and on tying the vessel 
the same expression of pain was evinced. 
The operation indeed may be considered as 
a partial failure, in so far as the reduction 
of pain was concerned. The wound healed 





kindly. 


1 I found afterwards that there was a breakage’ 
in the chain. 
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«Two days alter the performance of the 
above operation, I tried the femoral of the 
second dog referred to in my former paper, 
as the one from which Dr. Halford removed 
the left hinder limb. I operated on this oc- 
casion on the right limb. Before commenc- 
ing I passed a needle through the skin which 
gave rise to expression of acute pain. J 
now applied the plates from the chain bat- 
tery; one plate having beneath it a sponge, 
moistened with the same kind of narcotic 
solution as was used in last experiment, 
was placed over the artery and connected 
with the positive pole of the battery; the 
other plate was made to clasp the limb 
lower down. The current was now set up 
and continued in steady play for an hour. 
The plates were then removed and the 
operation was performed. I intentionally 
took up as much time as possible, in doing 
the operation, but every step was so pain- 
less that the animal did not even require to 
be secured. The ligature of the vessel gave 
rise to no movement or noise. The wound 
healed well, and was nearly closed in six 
days. 

‘“*T performed a last operation on the dog 
last named by removing the fore limb on 
the left side. The application was made 
exactly as in the previous cases of amputa- 
tion, and the current was sustained for an 
hour. The battery played steadily. On 
removing the plates I went slowly through 
every step of the amputation without elicit- 
ing any expression of pain except at one 
point. As the edge of the saw approached 
the centre of the bone, the animal gave a 
short, sharp shriek ; afterwards he was per- 
fectly quiet. The dog was destroyed by 
narcotic vapour shortly afier the operation. 
In another experiment I used a tincture of 
belladonna instead of aconite. The subject 
of experiment was adog. A small hollow 
copper-plate, with sponge beneath saturated 
with the narcotic solution, and attached to 
the positive pole of the chain battery, was 
placed over the eyeball, the lid being closed. 
Another disk of copper, with moist sponge 
attached, and connected with the negative 
pole, was placed externally and laterally. 
The battery played well. After ten minutes 
the eyelids were so insensible that they 
could be pricked without pain. Ten min- 
utes later Mr. Wells placed the speculum, 
and divided the superior and external recti 
muscles without any movement or uneasi- 
ness on the part of the animal, The insen- 
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sibility of the cutaneous surface extended 
in this case, for a time, over the whole of 
the face, and lasted for nearly two hours.' 
The animal, after squinting curiously for 
about three weeks, regained the use of the 
divided muscles, so that the eye became 
straight again. No mischief to the eye 
followed the operation. 

‘'On the human subject I have had the 
opportunity of applying the process for pro- 
ducing local anesthesia on several occasions. 
In five instances, the details of which are 
now in process of publication in the Report 
of the College of Dentiste on ‘ Electricity 
as an Anesthetic,’ the process was adopted 
exactly after the method described in the 
case of extraction of a tooth given in my 
last communication. {In three of these 
cases the success of the process was com- 
plete. In the others it was but partially 
successful, 

‘*In cutting operations the process has 
been attended with some eminent successes, 
and with some singular failures. 

‘* A patient was brought to me by Dr. 
Halford, suffering from whitlow. The af- 
fected finger was excessively painful and 
swollen, the epidermis being white and 
thickened. I applied to the finger the nar- 
cotic solution of aconite and chloroform with 
the voltaic current, in the hope of making 
the operation of laying open the abscess 
painless. However, after two hours, during 
which the patient, who was most anxious 
for success, waited patiently, no result oc- 
curred excepting the most superficial insen- 
sibility. At last the operation was per- 
formed by Dr. Halford; and our patient, 
who was exceedingly careful in his obser- 
vation, explained that the deep incision was 
very severe. 

“In a case of strangulated hernia, in 
which an operation was necessary, I applied 
the process while Mr. Hancock cut down to 
the stricture and divided it. I was called 
in on this occasion to administer chloroform, 
by Mr. Wotton, of Cavendish-square, who 
had the patient under his care. The patient 
was a large-bodied man, and the action of 
his heart was so feeble and intermittent, 
that I did not think the administration of 
chloroform safe; he was also himeelf averse 


‘ This extension of insensibility over the cuta- 
neous surface, after the application of the nar- 
cotic, was noticed by Dr. ford in our second 
experiment, and is a curious phenomenon. I 
have since noticed it, but less developed, in the 
human subject. 
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to chlorofurm. For these reasons chloro- 
form was not used by inhalation. In pre- 
paring this patient for the operation, I placed 
a copper disk with sponge beneath, charged 
with the narcotic solution of aconite and 
chloroform, and connected with the positive 
pole of the chain battery, over the line of 
the incision, while a copper-plate, of horse- 
shoe shape, surrounded with moistened lint 
and connected with the negative pole of the 
battery, was made to encircle the inner 
plate. The voltaic current was then set 
up. Owing to the circumstance that the 
arrangements had to be hastily put together 
the circuit was several times broken, giving 
rise. to sharp shocks, of which the patient 
complained very much. After half an hour 
the plates were removed, and the operation 
was performed. During the operation, the 
patient did not wince or move, but he gave 
indications as of a passive suffering. This 
was most marked at the moment of the 
division of the stricture. The patient after- 
wards could give me no defined idea of what 
he had felt during the operation, and Mr. 
Hancock agreed with me that the severity 
of the operation had been effectually broken. 
Mr. Wotton has since informed me that for 
a few days after the operation there was 
some superficial vesication over the part 
where the narcotic solution had been ap- 
plied, which caused a little inconvenience. 
The wound nevertheless healed favourably. 

“*Dr. Russell Reynolds was good enough 
to send to me a patient of his, for the pur- 
pose of producing insensibility of a portion 
of the arm. The man to be operated on 
was subject to fits of epilepsy, which cu- 
riously enough were: controllable, to a con- 
siderable extent, if pressure were made 
above the elbow of the left arm. The case 
was one of great interest, and will, I doubt 
not, be described by Dr. Reynolds with all 
that care and ability for which his writings 
are conspicuous. Suffice it for me to say 
that Dr. Reynolds formed an opinion that 
if deep local anesthesia of the arm could be 
produced the effect might exert a favourable 
influence over the general symptoms. Be- 
fore I saw the man, an attempt had been 
unsuccessfully made to produce insensi- 
bility by the process now under descrip- 
tion. I repeated the attempt, in my own 
way, in concert with Dr. Reynolds. A 
narcotic solution, consisting of two grains 
of sulphate of atropine and three drachms of 
chloroform was first applied, the current 
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from the chain. battery being used.  Afier- 
wards the solution of aconite and chloroform 
was freely applied, and the application, with 
the battery in steady action, was sustained 
for three hours. To my surprise not the 
slightest effect resulted. The skin did not 
whiten, and at no period was there a sign 
of anything like insensibility. In the case 
of the inflamed and hyperesthetic finger, 
the cause of failure is accounted for without 
difficulty ; but, in the present example; the 
cause of failure is involved in much deeper 
obscurity. Both cases may be accepted, as 
exceptional to the general rule. 

‘*T.am indebted to Dr. Pettigrew for the 
opportunity of applying the process now 
being discussed, in a case of removal of a 
tumour. 

‘‘The patient was a woman 47 years of 
age. She had a tumour on the right 
shoulder, of the size of a large orange. I 
placed over the tumour a hollowed copper- 
plate with lint beneath, moistened with 
the chloroform and aconite solution; this 
plate was connected with the positive pole 
of the chain battery. The conductor, from 
the negative pole, armed with moistened 
sponge, was placed on the flat surface of the 
shoulder, beneath the tumour. As it was 
required for the removal of the tumour that 
ten inches of cutting surface and deep dis- 
section should be made, I continued the 
application for an hour, after which the 
plates being removed, and the parts having 
been well washed, the operation was per- 
formed by Dr, Pettigrew, with his usual 
operative skill. ‘The patient was uncon- 
scious of the entrance of the knife and of its 
course; but as the tumour was being dis- 
sected out she gave expression as if suffer- 
ing from some undefinable sensation, such 
expression as patients often give vent to 
during partial recovery from chloroform in 
the course of an operation. The tumour 
removed, and the patient calm, she ex- 
pressed to us that she had no knowledge of 
having been cut, nor of the passage of the 
needles on inserting the sutures; but at 
some point of the operation she experienced 
what she called a‘ wrench,’ as if something 
was being removed by force. As in the 
hernia case, there was some superficial vesi- 
cation of the skin in this instance, but the 
wound healed kindly and all: went well. «In 
so far as the mere production of local anes- 
thesia is concerned, this case may be con- 
sidered as presenting all that could be de- 





sired. It would have been perfect could 
the time of administration have been cur- 
tailed, or the afier-vesication prevented. 

“* Two other, cases occur to me, lastly, as 
worthy of brief notice. In one of. these I 
tried with the aconite solution in full quan- 
tity, and with a minimum proportion. of 
chloroform, to produce insensibility of the 
anterior part of the eyeball, so as to enable 
Mr. Hancock to remove the cornea in a 
case of protrusion. J applied the narcotic 
for twenty-five minutes; and then, finding 
the eyelids insensible, and the conjunctival 
surface touchable without flinching, I let the 
operation go on. Unfortunately the patient 
was a child, and in great dread of the opera- 
tion. He cried from the commencement of 
our proceedings, and cried stoutly during 
the performance of the operation. I believe 
the child felt pain. 

“In another case I endeavoured to pro- 
duce insensibility over the tendo-Achillis, 
to enable Mr. William Adams to divide the 
tendon painlessly by subcutaneous section. 
In this case I used as the narcotic a new 
mixture, viz., chloroform a drachm, with 
two drachms of a solution of sulphate of 
atropine containing one grain of the sul- 
phate to the drachm. The application with 
the chain battery was continued for fifteen 
minutes; and although, from the. circum- 
stance that the child sobbed from fear from 
the commencement to the termination of 
our proceedings, it is impossible to say 
whether the pain of the operation was re- 
duced, I think that the, pain was not ma- 
terially modified. 

‘*From the consideration of the experi- 
ments and observations now supplied, let 
us pass, in conclusion, to an impartial sur- 
vey of the results in their collective sense. 

‘- Firstly, then, it may be accepted as a 
fact, that by the process I have suggested, 
such degree of local insensibility may be 
produced, as shall enable the surgeon to 
perform a large number of operations with- 
out pain. I, mean this as a general rule, 
open, as. we have seen, to exceptions. 

This admitted, the question arises as to 
the mode by which the. local anesthesia 
is produced.. My .esteemed friend, Mr. 
Nunneley, of Leeds (in an essay, published 
in the Transactions of the Provincial Medi- 
cal Association for 1849), has pointed ont, 
by a variety of experiments, that the mere 
local application of narcotic solutions will 
produce a certain degree of local.anzsthesia. 
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Nothing could be more conclusive than Mr. ‘ necessary is cumbersome. The production 
Nunneley’s argument, and I have all along ‘ of vesication of skin, to which I have re- 
been alive to the fact of simple absorption‘ ferred, as following the process, is also 
as an importent part of the process now / objectionable. This is produced by the 








‘ being considered. The effect of the voltaic ' 


current, as J have employed it, makes the } 
insensibility to extend more deeply, and ; 
renders it; asa general fact, more complete. ‘ 
A striking example of the difference be- 
tween an application with or without the ‘ 
current, is given in the case of the girl with : 
bursa, on whom the experiment was put to 
the test with the minutest attention to de- 
tails and comparisons. 

‘‘As to the reason why a continuous cur- 
rent of electricity should exert the influ- 
ence above named, the argument is simple 
enough. The current itself has no anes- 
thetic effect. That is certain; but it has 
the power of quickening the capillary circu- 
lation in the structures through which it is 
transmitted, and the absorption process is 
therefore more rapid and determinate. That 
various medicinal substances may be passed 
into animal bodies locally by the voltaic 
current was first suggested (as Dr. Althaus 
has been good enough to inform me) by Sir 
Humphrey Davy; and Fabré-Paraplat and 
many other experimentalists have endea- 
voured since Davy’s time to prove this by 
demonstration. Differences of opinion have 
thus been called forth; but the first and 
affirmative statements have never been 
disproved. 

‘« That there should be differences of opin- 
ion from experiments conducted by different 
persons, is not difficult to believe by any 
one who will peruse those which I have de- 
scribed. These difficulties may depend on 
peculiarities in the subjects operated on; 
they may depend, and I confess this is more 








chloroform. 

‘It will occur to many that the objections 
here noticed are all removable, and of this 
fact there can be little doubt. In the pre- 
sent initiatory step, I neither claim for the 
apparatus nor the narcotic solutions em- 
ployed any particular favour ; it is sufficient 
at first to introduce a principle; details may 
be left to time and experiment.’’ 

Abstract of a Lecture on the Classification 
and Geographical Distribution of the Mam- 
malia. Delivered in the Senate House of 
the University of Cambridge, May 10th, 
1859. By Ricnuarp Owen, D.C.L., &c. 
&c.—The learned Professor expressed his 
sense of the honour which had been done 
to him by the appointment to the Sir Robert 
Reade’s Lectureship,' and the pleasure it 
would afford him to give to the members of 
the University a brief account of some of 
the prominent features of one of the divisions 
of the animal kingdom. He had selected 
the subject of the Classification and Geogra- 
phical Distribution of the Mammalia, be- 
cause it afforded an opportunity of taking a 
general survey of one of the most interesting 
domains of nature in the short period allotted 
to a single lecture. 

He detailed briefly the principles and 
peculiarities of the classifications which had 
been respectively formed by Aristotle, Ray, 
Linneus, and Cuvier. The first of those 
naturalists had evinced a very extensive and 
correct knowledge of the mammalian group, 
by including the cetaceans in it, and by the 
manner in which he had divided it into the 









































likely, on the ignorance which pervades the ‘ three great classes of Biropa, TeTRaropa, 
wisest of us, as to the influence of elec- ‘and Arona. From the time of the publica- 
tricity on the organism, and on our further ; tion of his remarkable treatise, ’Av nepe 7a 
ignorance of the laws.of the electrical force ; Za ‘Ioropvac, a period of more than two 








altogether. 
‘“Turning to more common, but yet 
practical points, I observe that there are ‘ 


1 The endowment for this lectureship was given 
to the University in 1524, by Sir Robert Reade, 
Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas in the 







certain disadvantages in the process I have nlp on acing ab jag A : siabate fy 
shi ‘ er esty, order in Council, 
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thousand years elapsed without any advance 
in the subject; and nothing indicated more 
forcibly the decadence or dormant condition 
of the human intellect, during a great part 
of that period, than the dearth of new facts 
and generalizations in natural history. To 
Ray, a member of the University of Cam- 
bridge, was due the merit of again opening 
up this interesting field of knowledge, of 
adding many new facts, and especially of 
pointing out clearly the distinctions of class, 
order, genus, and species; but in his gene- 
ralizations he was, in some points, inferior 
to his great predecessor, whose classification 
he in the main adopted. Cuvier had given 
a great impulse to the science; and, by 
dint of vast research and unusual capacity 
for generalization, had worked a far more 
complete and satisfactory classification than 
had hitherto been attained. His claseifica- 
tion had been generally followed in the 
early part of this century; nevertheless, 
there were felt to be some defects in it, and 
the minds of anatomists had been preparing 
for some modification of it. It was the 
lecturer’s good fortuné to have thé opportu- 
nity of examining many animals which had 
not before been dissected, especially those 
from Australia, which had been brought 
over to our Zoological Gardens; and he 
had been enabled to establish the separation 
of the marsupials and monotremes as a dis- 
tinct class. Nevertheless, he did not feel 
quite satisfied, and had bestowed much 
labour for many years upon the investigation 
of the characters of the brain in the different 
classes of animals; and, two years ago, he 
felt himself strong enough to draw out a 
classification of mammals founded upon the 
differences in the characters. of the brain. 
That organ consists, in mammals, of four 
parts—the cerebellum, the optic lobes, the 
cerebral hemispheres, and the olfactory lobes. 

In the lowest order of mammals—the 
non- placentalia—which includes the mono- 
tremes and the marsupials, there is no con- 
necting medium or commissure (corpus cal- 
losum) between the cerebral hemispheres ; 
and these parts are very small. These 
animals, therefore, he names LYencernaLa, 
or loose-brained. He had paid particular 
attention to the habits and characters of 
these animals, to ascertain with what pecu- 
liarities the absence of so important a part 
of the nervous centre is associated ; and he 
found that there is in them a remarkable 
want of memory. The keepers in the 
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Zoological Gardens observe that these crea. 
tures do not become familiarized with them, 
or recognize them. And though, in external 
features, some of the non- placentals resemble 
certain of the members of the placental class, ° 
yet the following difference may usually be 
remarked. The member of the latter—a 
carnivorous animal, perhaps—when put into 
his cage, will at first seek to discover means 
of escape, will try every panel, and search 
every corner; but, having spent a day or 
two in this way, he gives up the search as 
useless, and resigns himself to the occupation 
of walking to and fro in his den. The 
lyencephalous animal, on the contrary, un- 
able to profit by the experiences of former 
trials, continues over and over again to 
repeat the same fruitless efforts to liberate 
himself. 

The metropolis of the marsupials is 
Australia; and the pouch, into which the 
young is conveyed immediately upon birth 
to be protected and fed, serves as a sort of 
portable nursery, enabling the mother to 
carry her offepring about with her. This 


must be associated with the remarkable 
dearth of water which is often experienced 
in Australia ; one or two, or even nine years, 


sometimes passing, during which there is 
scarcely any rain. In this time, the pools, 
and even the rivers, become dried up; and 
the animals must travel many miles in search 
of that necessary of life—water. Were 
they, under these circumstances, obliged to 
leave their young behind, these would perish 
ere their return. 

As an evidence—one to his mind the 
most striking—of design in the work of 
creation, Professor Owen instanced the pro- 
vision for the feeding of the young marsupial. 
While in its mother’s pouch, it is too young 
and feeble to make any effort to provide for 
itself, The milk must be forced down its 
throat, and would find its way into the 
trachea, as well as into the cesophagus, were 
it not that, during the process of feeding, 
the larynx is carried forward to the back of 
the nostrils, so that the milk can pass safely 
down on each side of it while respiration 
goeson. There isa provision in the mother 
to propel the milk into the mouth of the 
young; and there is this provision in the 
young to secure the proper transit of the 
milk into the esophagus. If, in the coinci- 
dence and adaptation of these provisions to 
one another, there is not design, where are 
we to look for it? 
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The next class of animals he calls Lis- | 
SENCEPHALA ; because in them the cerebral , 
hemispheres, though larger than in the 
preceding class, and united by a transeverse 
commissure, are quite smooth—that is, 
without convolutions. This includes the 
rodentia, bruta, insectivora, and cheiroptera. 
They are cosmopolitan, being found in all 
parts of the world, though a large number 
of them are natives of South America, and 
some are confined to that region. The 
instincts are commonly much developed in 
them. 

Under the name Gyrencerpata he classes 
the animals in which the increased amount 
of gray matter requires for its packing thet 
the exterior of the cerebrum be thrown into 
convolutions or gyri. This part of the brain 
jg also much larger than in the former classes. 
The cetacea, sirenia, toxodentia, proboscidia, 
terissodactyla, artiodactyla, carnivora, and 
quadrumana, are included in this class. 

The Professor pointed out some of the 
chief distinguishing features of the several 
orders, particularly with reference to the 
locomotive organs and the teeth. He drew 
attention to the fact that, in animals where 
the numbers of the toes are even (as in 
ruminants, where there are two; and in the 
hippopotamus, where there are four), the 
stomach is complicated in its structure, and 
the colon is simple; moreover, the articular 
surface of the astragalus is divided into two 
equal, or nearly equal, parts ; and the struc- 
ture of the teeth is symmetrical: whereas in 
the animals, where the number of the toes 
is uneven (as in the horse, where there is 
one; in the rhinoceros, where there are 
three ; and in the elephant, where there are 
five), the stomach is a simple bag ; the colon 
is more complicated ; the articular surface 
‘of the astragalus presents unequal facets, or 
only one ; and the structure of the teeth is 
unsymmetrical. Further, in the even-toed 
animals, it is very curious that the horns 
are always in pairs, ueually two; or, if 
more than two, there are four, two being 
placed behind the others: whereas, in the 
uneven-toed animals, there is rarely more 
than one horn, which is in the middle line; 
and if there be more than one, as in the 
two-horned rhinoceros, they are still not in 
pairs, but in the middle line, one behind 
the other. Thus geome countenance is given 
to the Platonic idea of the prevalence of 
numbers. 





The highest class, ARcHENCEPHALA, 
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which comprises only man, is distinguished 

by the great development of the hinder 

lobes of the cerebrum ; theee quite covering 

the corpora quadrigemina and the cerebel- 

lum. The posterior horns of the lateral 

ventricles, and the hippocampus minor, are 

peculiar to man, not existing in any other 

animal. Coincident with this perfection of 
the brain, we find a corresponding perfection 

in the other organs, as evinced by the more 

complete manner in which particular parts 

are devoted to particular purposes. This is 

especially seen in the case of the foot, which, 

by the strength and conformation of its 

components, and by the construction of the 

great toe, is enabled to do the whole work . 
of bearing and propelling the body, so that 

the upper pair of limbs are left free to 

minister to the intelligent will. 

The professor concluded by an eloquent 
appeal to his audience to set a proper value 
upon that marvellous mechanism with which 
they were gifted, and which was fitted to 
be, and which ought to be, the tabernacle 
of the Holy Spirit.—British Medical, Jour- 
nal, May 21st, 1859. 

Spirit Rapping.—At the meeting of the 
Imperial Academy of Sciences on the 18th 
April, Mr. Jobert de Lamballe read a very 
curious paper, the subject of which is highly 
interesting both to the physiologist and the 
pathologist. Some time ago this distin- 
guished surgeon was called upon to visit a 
young gir! about 14 years of age, who, for 
six years, had been suffering from involun- 
tary movements of the peroneus brevis 
muscle of the right leg. The cause of this 
peculiar affection could not at the time be 
accounted for ; the movements were charac- 
terized by pulsations or knocks, presenting 
all the regularity of a pulse, each pulsation, 
or rather knock, being distinctly heard at 
some distance as proceeding from behind 
the external malleolus. A similar affection, 
in a lees intense degree, declared itself 
shortly after at the same point in the left 
leg. Pain, hesitation in walking, and a 
tendency to fall were some of the effects 
attendant onthe malady. On extending the 
foot, and on applying pressure to certain 
points along the course of the muscle, the 
patient could arrest the pulsations; but 
these manwuvres invariably produced pain 
and fatigue inthe limb. The parents of the 
girl had begun to entertain the notion that 
the peculiar sounds or knocks which pro- 
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ceeded from the limb were the result of {cal in result with the conclusions he himself 
some supernatural agency, and it was only } had arrived at. Remarking that the sounds 
after a careful and scientific investigation, } proceeded invariably from the foot of the 


conducted by M. Jobert, that their minds 
were disabused of this idea. He found that 
the peculiar sounds were produced solely by 
the rising and falling of the tendon of the 
peroneus brevis muscle during the action of 
the latter, and at the part where the tendon 
passes along its osseous groove. The in- 
voluntary character of the movements, he 
attributes to some peculiar functional trouble 
of the muscular fibres, or of the nerves sup- ° 
plying them. Although in the case in; 
question the pulsations or knocks were ; 
altogether independent of the volition of the 
individual, still he believed it possible that ; 


bed of individuals who pretended to be in- 
fluenced by spirits, M. Schiff began to en- 
tertain serious doubts of their supernatural 
origin, and was not slow in concluding that 
they were the result of natural causes exist. 
ing in the body itself. His knowledge of 
anatomy led him to think that the seat of 
these sounds might be the peroneal region, 
where there exist a bony surface and two 
tendons running in acommon groove. A 
series of experiments and observations made 
on himself confirmed him in this belief: he 
found that the exact seat of the sounds was 
behind the external malleolus, and in the 


bony canal along which pass the tendons of 
the peronei muscles, By practice he was 
enabled, in whatever position he placed 
himself, to imitate all the tricks and prodi- 


by alittle practice they could be produced 
at will, and that it is to the possession of 
this peculiar power that the entire secret of 
mediums and spirit-rappers is due. He} 


moreover stated that the muscles and ten- gies of spirit-rappers—in short, he estab- 
dons, both of the shoulder and of the leg, ; lished the fact that these peculiar noises 
are equally capable of producing these pecu- ; originate in the tendon of the long peroneus 
liar sounds; and he related the case of a: muscle, and that they are dependent on a 
lady who could give rise to them at the hip- } diminution in the thickness of the sheath, 
joint by assuming a particular position. ?-or in the total absence of the sheath in this 


Certain conjurers had been known who;muscle. M. Jobert, while agreeing with 
could even produce a kind of harmony by a; M. Schiff as to the seat of these sounds, 
succession of knocks, thereby imitating the } differs with him, as we have already seen, 
tune of adance, or a military march. M.‘as regards the particular muscle producing 
Jobert terminated the history of this inte- ; them. The one maintains that it is the 
resting case with a few remarks on the } peroneus brevis, the other is of opinion that 
treatment which he adopted. The medical ; it isthe peroneus longus which is mainly con- 
man in attendance, and at whose request he } cerned in their production. There is also 
had been called to see the girl, had failed to ; another point on which they differ, viz. that 
do her any good, although he had employed ? while the sounds or knocks observed by 
a great variety of remedies, such as leeching, $ Schiff were purely physiological, and due to 
blistering, continued pressure over the part, movements dependent on the will; in the 
etc., together with the internal use of}case of M. Jobert’s patient they were the 
mineral waters. M. Jobert proceeded as‘result of movements of an involuntary 
follows: By means of the subcutaneous ? nature, painful, and consequently morbid. 
section he completely cut across the body ; Altogether the subject is one of much 
of the peroneus brevis of both legs, and } interest, and well meriting a further investi- 
afterwards, by means of a suitable apparatus, > gation on the part of anatomists and physi- 
put up the limbs so as to secure their perfect { ologists. By enlightening the world on the 
immobility. On reunion taking place the } purely physical character of these sounds 
gitl recovered the complete use of both much may be accomplished in the way of 
members, and no trace of the affection has } dispelling the absurd superstition connected 
since appeared. The cure was complete. with spirit rapping.—Med. Times and Gaz., 
On continuing his remarks on this case, ; May 14, 1859. 

M. Jobert observed that a German physi- 
ologist, M. Schiff, whose attention had been 
attracted to this curious subject, made a; Ositvary Recorv.—Died June 12th, 
discovery some three or four years ago, as; 1859, in the 46th year of his age, Jacoz 
to the seat and origin of these peculiar: Beit, Esq., President of the Pharmaceuti- 
sounds (which are so commonly attributed § cal- Society of London, and editor of the 
to supernatural intervention) almost identi-’ Pharmaceutical Journal. 





